
Our Bible reading for today – Joshua 14:6-15 

“An Inspiring Story!” 

Caleb is one of those heroes who most people admire – somebody who did the unexpected in old 

age.  Grandma Moses the noted artist.  Colonel Sanders of Kentucky Fried Chicken.  Winston 

Churchill the “comeback” WW II leader.  Ronald Reagan our oldest President.  And, of course, 

Moses himself!  That’s only a few of many noteworthy people who made their mark in old age. 

But this man Caleb should be a great inspiration to people of any age.  The outstanding traits in 

him did not just emerge when he got old.  Neither did his outstanding achievements.  Though the 

Bible doesn’t cover his whole life, it does give us only two notable incidents – one when he was 

young, and the other when he was old.  His character, faith and courage make him an outstanding 

example of a godly man of any age, who the Bible several times says that he “wholly followed the 

Lord”.  (Or as some of the modern translations say – “followed the Lord with all his heart”) 

The “young man story” about Caleb can be found in Numbers 13 and 14 – a “good read”.  Over 

45 years before our story in Joshua 14 the Israelite nation was at the very border of the Promised 

Land and posed to go in for conquest and possession of the land.  God told Moses to select a good 

representative from each of the 12 tribes of Israel to go into the land to take a look.  Two names 

are noteworthy in the list – Caleb from the tribe of Judah and Hoshea (Joshua) from the tribe of 

Ephraim.  They stand out because they were the only two of the twelve who showed any faith and 

courage.  Even though Joshua was later to become the great military deliverer of Israel, in this 

early incident Caleb was the leader-spokesman for the two of them.   

All twelve spies agreed that the Promised Land was a good fruitful land.  But ten of them saw only 

the obstacles of walled cities, powerful armies and giants.  Caleb and Joshua saw the greatness of 

the God who was giving them the land.  The majority of ten said, “We can’t!”  The faithful minority 

of two said, “We can!”  Ten exaggerated the problems.  Two realistically stated the possibilities.  

Guess who the people believed.  The nation acted like an angry, hopeless mob, rebelled against 

Moses and determined to head back to their wonderful (?) life in Egypt as pathetic, miserable (but 

alive) slaves.   

That’s when the stories of forty years in the desert wilderness come in.  That was God’s judgment 

for their faithless refusal to go into the land God had promised.  That adult generation died off.  

The only notable exceptions were Caleb and Joshua!  God had great rewards for their faith.  Joshua 

was His man of choice to lead.  Moses promised Caleb a choicest part of the land.  That area was 

the self-same area where the giants lived.  That story dominates the latter part of Joshua.  A 

question, whether you’re young or old, how’s your faith and courage?  Are you an “I can” person, 

or an “I can’t” person?  In your appraisal of every situation, see God too! 
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